Caring for your Giant African Land Snail
Brought to you by http://www.snails4you.weebly.com
If you are new to snail keeping or just wish to brush up on a few tips, you will find this document highly useful. Feel free to download it, print it, and share it.

Snail selection

First things first, you are interested in keeping snails as pet’s but don’t know which type or how many. Firstly ask yourself do you want to grow massive, monster snails or breed them? If you want them as big as they can become then stick with just the 1 snail. By itself, it will grow as large as the tank allows and not have any competion for food or space etc. If you buy more than 1 snail then likely hood is that they will end up breeding sooner or later. Also what type do you get? Well there are several different types of breeds out there, but we will concentrate this guide on the most common type, the East African Land snail - Achaia fulica 

Housing

Snail homes are quite cheap to set up. All they need is a plastic or glass box, of course the more room you provide them with, the larger they will grow. One of the amazing things about snails is that they will only grow as large as the tank, and the amount of snails in the tank, allows. They never over grow and cause over crowding, whether that is a conscious effort or not, they simply grow as big as is comfortable and should you upgrade their home for more space they will all go on a sudden growth spurt! You can use almost any tank/ box you desire. Personally I prefer the plastic boxes as they are easier to clean, lift, and not to expensive to invest in. I find storage boxes work quite well, but I know of people who have paid out hundreds of pounds for top of the range glass tanks and have them on full display in the living room showing of their snails. Well worth the money if you have it to spare.

Once you have the enclosure you need to fill it. All snails need and appreciate substrate in which to bury themselves, lay eggs in and generally make a mess with. You must NEVER use soil out of your garden. This will be full of chemicals, bugs, parasites and who knows what else. It could prove fatal to the snails and if it doesn’t then it just turns to mud. I always use general compost you buy at the garden centre. Seems to work well with them and lasts for about 1 month. My snails seem to prefer the compost with peat in it, though this may just be my snails preference, you will have to try a few different types. If not you can go for the more natural but pricey stuff of natural coir fiber which usually you buy in block form, add to water and it magically expands. The snails like this stuff as it retains water a bit better then compost but you must squeeze the excess water out to avoid water logging. Which ever option you choose you should try and clean them out at least once a week, 2 weeks if you’re pushing it. To do this I always just empty out the old soil, and any eggs put to the side and then hose the box down with good old plain water. Don’t be tempted to use any chemicals to keep it clean, becuase afterwards you’re just going to make it dirty again, and the chemicals can harm your snails. Then once this is done, fill with the new substrate about 2 -3 inches of the floor. 
They don’t really need water, as they get all their water from humidity, spraying and food, but you can add a small water dish. They do appreciate a nice drink now and again. For decoration in the tank, though not entirely necessary, you can add a flower pot on its side, to give them something to hide in. or use a piece of bark you normally buy for reptiles to chew and climb on. 

Feeding

Snails are meant to be non fussy eaters, but once they get use to the good life, they can become picky eaters. But as with most animals, they will eat it eventually if nothing else is available. They need a rich diet of fruit and vegetables. A wide variety will help their shell growth and provide pretty patterns on the shell. Their favorites have to be cucumber and lettuce. They also like sweet fruits such as peach, banana, grapes and tomatoes. They can eat nearly all the fruit and veg family except anything citrus. It’s just a matter of experimenting to see which ones go down best. They also need a constant supply of calcium as they are captive, they don’t get the calcium required for shell growth which they can find in the wild. For this you need to supply them with a cuttlefish bone each week, which they will happily eat. It helps aid shell repair and also aids new shell growth. You can also add extra calcium into their diet should you feel they are not getting enough overall. You can buy calcium in powder form, or lime stone flour, rich in calcium, or even food based calcium. With the powder forms you just sprinkle it onto their food before feeding time, or you can mix some up with water to form a paste and leave it for them to eat if they like. As for feeding times and amounts, you don’t have to feed them everyday. In the wild they sometimes go for weeks without eating anything, and with your snails it just encourages them to eat all their food and not take it for granted. I tend to give them 1 day starve day a week. I also tend to feed them in the evenings as that is when they are most active you will be able to see them eating and hear them eating the crunchier foods. Also it depends on the amount of snails you have as to how much food you give them. 1 snail wouldn’t need a whole lettuce, though im sure he wouldn’t mind! You know your feeding enough if they leave some behind the next day. 
Breeding

Now if you wish to breed your snails, your in luck, they probley will breed of their own accord. If you didn’t want them breeding, then tough they probley will breed still. To breed these wonderful creatures couldn’t be easier. Just leave them to it. They take care of the rest. If you snail is happy and has enough food regularly, and conditions inside the tank are right, then they will start to breed and seemingly never stop. With mine it took about a year for the first clutch of eggs, as I said they have to be happy with the tank and the temperature. After that though I was presented with several clutches every week, at one point I had over 1000 babies in various tanks! They don’t seem to follow any set breeding pattern but will breed more in warmer conditions. Also useful to remember is when they breed, its not just one that gets pregnant they both get pregnant! 
To see this is quite fascinating, they have what are called “love darts” that are at the side of their head, inside most of the time, except when they wish to breed. These long, white tubes come out and join with the other snail’s tube and then they are joined together for a few hours. They are both exchanging sperm with each other, as all snails are male and female. A couple species can self fertilize, such as the tiger snail, but these guys, it takes 2. Once this process is complete, they can give birth to eggs a week later, or 6 months later. It just depends until the snails feels happy with the conditions as to when they will release the eggs. You can see heavily pregnant snail’s eggs, through their breathing hole when it is open and they may drop the odd egg here and there. Once they are happy to lay, they tend to bury themselves in the soil and lay all their eggs in a neat pile under the soil and cover them up. They do this, otherwise other snails in the tank would quite happily eat them, for the extra calcium they contain in their egg shells. You can see if your snails are getting enough calcium by the eggs. If they are very small and dry, the adult snail isn’t getting enough calcium. But if they are white and larger, the adult is getting enough calcium. 

Once you have collected the eggs. Never a good idea to let them hatch with the adults as risk of adults eating babies/ babies eating adults once hatched. The babies like to hide inside the adults shell and quite literally eat it out of home. And it would take you forever to pick out every little baby at cleaning time. Keep the eggs in a separate tank and spray them with water mist once a day, and keep in similar conditions to the adults. They will hatch in about 1 week- 1 month. Once hatched they are small, white, and see through almost. They don’t eat or move or do much for the first couple of days, but after that they can start to eat fruit and veg – soft fruits and veg. They will eat their egg shells which provide a vital boost of calcium to help start growing. Once they have had their first meal, their shells start to darken up and will start to grow. They follow the same rule as the adults, the more space they have the faster they will grow. It’s up to you what you want to do with them. If you don’t want the hassle then when you find eggs, you can freeze them to kill them in a humane way. Or grow them on and give away to friends or relatives. You must never release them into the wild. They wouldn’t survive our winters and could upset the balance and put pressure on other animals for food. 
Looking after

To look after your snails is simple enough, just feed them most days, and take out the old food to stop it rotting. Clean them out once a week and spray them everyday with a misting spray bottle you can buy in most stores. They need the mist to help keep the humidity in the air, and for general drinking purposes. It also wakes them up if they are being lazy! 

During winter they need a little extra warmth. You can use a heat mat, but this is only needed during the coldest months. They cope fine in normal room temperature conditions. When you do use the heat mat, you have to make sure you don’t over heat them, by placing the mat under only half of the bottom of the tank. This way they have a warm side and a colder side to go to, if it gets to warm for them.  Never use a heat lamp, this will only burn them. Hope you enjoy reading this. Good luck! 
